We  promise  to  be  partners  with  our  neighbours,  heroes  to  our  children  and 
champions  of  their  future.  As  Albertans,  it's  up  to  each  of  us  to  make  our 

common  vision  a reality. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
University  of  Alberta  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/makingpromiseove6200albe 


Coming  together  is  a beginning.  Keeping  together 

is  progress.  Working  together  is  a success. 
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The  Greatest  Achievements  are  Nurtured 


The  intention  of  Alberta's  Promise  is  to  encourage  organizations,  corporations, 
groups  and  individual  Albertans  to  build  upon  our  community  resources  by 

committing  our  time,  our  energy,  and  ourselves,  so  that  Alberta  will 
become  an  even  better  place  to  nurture  a child's  growth,  and  create  more 
opportunities  for  our  children  to  live,  learn  and  play  in  a safe  environment. 
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Made  in  Alberta 


The  Alberta's  Promise  collaboration  will  take  a uniquely  Albertan  approach,  creating  a model  that  is  customized 
to  fit  the  reality  of  our  province.  As  part  of  Alberta's  approach,  we  will  innovate  the  process  by  emphasizing 
the  importance  of  research,  taking  the  perspectives  of  children  into  account,  and  inspiring  more  Albertans 
to  be  advocates  for  young  people. 

As  a result  of  our  efforts,  people  from  across  the  province  will  come  together,  working  in  partnership  to 
ensure  that  all  Alberta's  young  people  receive  the  attention  and  support  they  need  to  succeed. 


What  Alberta's  Promise  really  means 
For  Children... 

The  Promise  will  give  children  across  the  province  greater  access  to  the  programs,  support,  and 
attention  they  need  to  ensure  happy,  healthy,  and  successful  futures. 

For  Albertans... 

Investing  in  early  intervention  and  prevention  is  the  single  most  sensible  thing  we  can  do  as  a society. 

By  raising  happy  and  healthy  children,  we  increase  our  competitiveness  as  a strong,  productive  workforce. 

The  Promise  creates  an  opportunity  for  more  Albertans  to  get  involved  in  child  advocacy  by  opening  new 
channels  and  pathways  to  them.  The  Promise  has  the  potential  to  change  people's  behaviours, 
rather  than  just  their  attitudes. 


Made  in  Alberta:  Our  unique  ability  to  fulfil  Alberta's  Promise 


Alberta  is  home  to  a variety  of  agencies  that  are  committed  to  developing  and  offering  programs  that 
improve  outcomes  for  children  and  families.  The  valuable  work  being  done  by  these  agencies  is  the 
foundation  and  starting  point  for  Alberta's  Promise. 


The  Promise  builds  on  the  goals  that  have  already  been  developed  regarding  the  children  of  Alberta,  and 
works  to  further  enhance  the  significant  accomplishments  that  have  been  made  by  agencies  operating 
throughout  the  province. 


We  recognize  that  our  province  is  not  the  same  as  other  societies  that  have  implemented  initiatives  of  this 
kind,  and  that  we  require  a customized  approach  to  meet  our  needs.  There  is  a very  clear  difference  in 
what  our  initiative  is  trying  to  accomplish  for  Albertans,  and  because  of  this,  Alberta's  Promise 
reflects  the  distinct  character,  culture,  and  business  climate  of  the  province. 
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The  Making  of  our  Promise 


It  starts  with  understanding 

What  Alberta's  Promise  is,  what  it  stands  for,  and  what  it  has  to  offer.  The  expectations  and  needs  of  everyone 
involved.  Our  unique  opportunity  to  fulfil  the  Promise. 

From  this  understanding,  we  built  our  brand  attributes  - how  we  communicate  the  core  strengths  of  the 
Promise  to  Albertans. 

Brand  Attributes 

1 . Strong  Foundations 

• Builds  on  the  goals  already  developed  regarding  the  children  of  Alberta 

• Works  to  further  enhance  accomplishments  of  agencies  across  the  province 

2.  Personality 

• Ambitious,  bold,  inspirational 

• Sincere,  credible 

• Substantive,  meaningful,  thoughtful 

• Committed,  goal-oriented 

3.  Partnership  and  Collaboration 

• Brings  agencies  and  corporations  together  to  articulate  common  goals,  find  connections,  and  make  linkages 

• Assists  existing  partnerships  and  linkages,  and  finds  ways  to  create  new  ones 

4.  Innovation  / Unique  Approach 

• Focuses  on  children's  perspectives  and  includes  them  in  the  process 

• Empowers  children  and  turns  them  into  advocates  for  all  children 

• Opens  new  pathways  and  opportunities  for  involvement  to  the  people  of  Alberta 

• Turns  as  many  Albertans  as  possible  into  advocates  for  children's  causes 

• Emphasizes  the  importance  of  research  as  a way  to  stay  up-to-date  and  effective 

5.  Accountability 

• Creates  a set  of  criteria  for  responsible  involvement 


We  promise  to  be  partners  with  our  neighbours, 
heroes  to  our  children  and  champions  of  their 
future.  As  Albertans,  it's  up  to  each  of  us  to 
make  our  common  vision  a reality. 


X 


eyes  off  your  goals. 


Alberta's  Five  Promises 


Promise  One  - A Healthy  Start 

"I  am  committed  to  giving  Alberta's  children  a healthy  start  and  a promising  future." 

Promise  Two  - Safety,  Growth  and  Development 

"I  undertake  the  responsibility  of  working  with  my  neighbours  to  provide  safe  and  healthy  communities 
for  our  children's  growth,  education  and  development." 

Promise  Three  - Interaction,  Mentoring  and  Inspiration 

"The  power  of  one  person  is  a remarkable  gift.  By  investing  in  a child's  life,  I will  lead  by  example 
and  encourage  others  to  do  the  same  through  my  own  actions." 

Promise  Four  - Participation  and  Volunteering 

"I  will  set  an  example  that  the  rewards  of  volunteering  are  immeasurable.  Through  my  actions, 
our  children  will  discover  the  joy  and  fulfilment  of  participation  in  community  and  group  projects." 

Promise  Five  - Leadership  and  Innovation 

"I  will  strive  to  seek  out  the  best  tools,  best  models  and  best  examples  of  other  individuals  and 
communities  so  that,  through  their  positive  innovations,  Alberta's  children  may  learn,  benefit  and  succeed." 


Promise  One  - A Healthy  Start 


"I  am  committed  to  giving  Alberta's  children  a healthy  start  and  a promising  future." 

The  Heart  of  Promise  One: 

The  first  six  years  of  a child's  life,  starting  at  conception,  are  extremely  important  for  physical  and 
emotional  development.  The  experiences  our  children  have  during  this  stage  have  the  most 
important  influence  of  any  time  in  their  lives.  It  has  been  proven  that  children  who  are  nurtured 
and  given  positive  attention  during  their  early  years  are  less  likely  to  develop  learning,  behavioural, 
emotional,  and  health  problems. 


Promise  Two  - Safety,  Growth  and  Development 


"I  undertake  the  responsibility  of  working  with  my  neighbours  to  provide  safe  and 
healthy  communities  for  our  children's  growth,  education  and  development." 


The  Heart  of  Promise  Two: 

Providing  safe  communities  and  offering  opportunities  for  children  to  participate  in  appropriate, 
structured  behaviour  will  provide  our  children  with  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  live,  learn  and 
play  in  a safe  and  stimulating  environment.  The  positive  outcome  of  working  toward  this  common 
goal  will  help  our  children  mature  and  assume  their  role  in  society  as  adults. 
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Promise  Three  - Interaction,  Mentoring  and  Inspiration 


"The  power  of  one  person  is  a remarkable  gift.  By  investing  in  a child's  life,  I will  lead  by 
example  and  encourage  others  to  do  the  same  through  my  own  actions." 


The  Heart  of  Promise  Three: 

One-on-one  relationships  are  chief  influences  in  every  child's  life.  Combining  those  relationships 
with  interaction  involving  older  youths,  mentors,  coaches,  teachers,  neighbours,  religious  leaders, 
service  groups  for  kids  and  other  organizations  will  have  an  enriching  effect  on  Alberta's  children. 
These  relationships  will  help  build  trust,  communication  and  cooperation  skill  sets,  which  will  be 
an  absolute  necessity  in  later  life. 
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Promise  Four  - Participation  and  Volunteering 


I will  set  an  example  that  the  rewards  of  volunteering  are  immeasurable.  Through  my 
actions,  our  children  will  discover  the  joy  and  fulfilment  of  participation  in  community  and 
group  projects." 


The  Heart  of  Promise  Four: 

We  know  that  when  kids  are  asked  to  serve,  they  do  so  with  eagerness  and  a feeling  of  great 
personal  reward.  Alberta's  Promise  encourages  children  to  become  involved  in  service  within 
their  schools,  religious  institutions,  youth  groups,  athletic  teams,  their  own  families,  and  even 
by  mentoring  or  helping  younger  children  develop  some  of  the  skills  they've  already  mastered. 


I cannot  think  of  anything  that  isn't  done  better  by  a group  of 
people  than  being  done  by  one  person  alone." 


Promise  Five  - Leadership  and  Innovation 


"I  will  strive  to  seek  out  the  best  tools,  best  models  and  best  examples  of  other  individuals 
and  communities  so  that,  through  their  positive  innovations,  Alberta's  children  may 
learn,  benefit  and  succeed." 


The  Heart  of  Promise  Five: 

As  we  encourage  our  children  to  learn  and  grow,  we  must  also  take  a page  from  the  best  practices 
and  models  of  other  successful  communities  - those  who  are  also  endeavoring  to  encourage  the 
emotional,  physical  and  social  growth  of  their  own  children.  Whether  we  learn  these  lessons 
from  families  who  we  admire,  communities  who  have  achieved  successful  outcomes  or  by 
researching  strategies  which  meet  our  goals,  our  primary  concern  is  a continuing  of  education 
for  ourselves  as  well  as  those  of  young  Albertans  in  our  care. 
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The  Future  of  Alberta's  Promise  is  Exciting 


Where  do  we  go  from  here? 

The  future  of  Alberta's  Promise  is  exciting.  The  Promise  will  help  to  create  a stronger  province,  better  equipped  to 
provide  for  the  needs  of  our  children. 

We  are  the  only  ones  who  can  make  sure  that  we  deliver  on  Alberta's  Promise  every  day,  in  every  decision  or  interaction 
that  could  affect  the  future  of  our  children. 

How  will  we  do  that? 

• We  will  learn  to  tell  people  about  Alberta's  Promise  in  60  seconds  or  less. 

• We  will  learn  to  convey  the  meaning  and  importance  of  the  Promise  in  a consistent  way  every  single  time. 

• We  will  learn  to  be  champions  of  the  Promise  by  getting  involved  and  sharing  responsibility  for  our 
children's  success. 

• Our  brand  will  leverage  the  combined  strength  of  agencies,  corporations,  government,  and  Albertans  to 
create  partnerships  that  will  most  benefit  our  children,  and  our  province  as  a whole. 

• Alberta's  Promise  is  uniquely  positioned  as  a non-profit  partnership  dedicated  to  finding  new  and  more 
effective  ways  of  working  together  to  give  all  Alberta  children  an  opportunity  to  lead  happy,  healthy,  and 
successful  lives. 

• We  will  commit  to  a consistent  visual  identity  that  presents  and  reinforces  the  indelible  impression  we 
want  to  make. 

• Ultimately,  we  will  inspire  more  Albertans  to  live  the  Promise. 

• Alberta's  Promise  has  staked  a claim  to  an  exciting  future  - conveyed  in  the  inspiration,  motivation,  and 
excitement  of  the  Promise. 


Forging  Ahead 


Imagine  the  next  generation  of  Albertans.  More  secure.  Better  adjusted  to  a faster-paced  society, 
and  growing  up  in  an  environment  that  promotes  their  health  and  welfare,  to  the  point  where  it 
becomes  natural  for  them  to  pass  forward  their  shared  values  of  community,  participation, 
health  and  fitness,  learning  and  leading  by  example. 

We  intend  that  to  be  our  legacy.  Now,  it's  more  than  something  the  next  generations  can  hope 
for  - it's  a program  of  cooperation  between  corporations,  institutions  and  individuals  throughout 
Alberta.  Now,  it's  more  than  a wish.  It's  Alberta's  Promise. 
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As  soon  as  you  think  you  have  a future  - 
magic  happens. 


Designed  and  produced  by  sandcastle  www.sandcastleinc.com 
Photography  by  Don  Hammond  and  PhotoDisc. 
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